Hypothermia in the elderly: management in a purpose-built chamber.
Results of treatment of 86 hypothermic elderly patients in a purpose-built chamber are presented. They were barrier-nursed, continuously monitored and treated by slow active rewarming by warm air. The early 24-hour mortality did not significantly differ from other published reports. The complications of 'rewarming shock' and 'after drop' were prevented. It is concluded that a specially built hypothermia room facilitates management of hypothermic elderly patients and is recommended in all geriatric departments.